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The Way of Christ 
Lent isn’t easy, I know.  After all, who likes 

to hear preachers telling us that we need 

to repent and turn back to God.  But, it’s 

not like we have nothing from which to 

turn. As CS Lewis put it:  “It would seem 

that Our Lord finds our desires not too 

strong, but too weak.   We are half-hearted 

creatures, fooling about with drink, and 

sex, and ambition when infinite joy is of-

fered us…We are far too easily pleased.” 

    I find that in my own life my desires are 

often so weak that I settle for whatever the 

world offers, too easily pleased indeed.   

The great challenge in our culture, and in 

my life and I suspect in yours, is that we 
may not recognize how easily pleased we 

are, that we might not recognize our need 

to turn to God.       

    Lent provides each of us with an oppor-

tunity to align our hearts and desires with 

God’s heart and desire for us.  Let me in-

vite you, then, to a journey we are calling 

The Way of Christ, learning from our guide 

Jesus Christ. During the Sundays of Lent 

we will do this by preaching a series called 

The Way of Christ.  We will also teach a Fo-

rum series called Learning the Way of 

Christ.  And, we are offering a Sunday even-

ing Lenten video series called Reframe, de-

veloped by the faculty of Marketplace Min-

istry at Regent College, that teaches us 

how to integrate our everyday vocational 

lives with our Christian faith.   

 

 

    Now, as you may know by now, I am 

very much about inviting you to more deep-

ly engage your faith with every opportunity 

I have.  But let me underline my invitation 

with a little more emphasis this Lent in par-

ticular.  Our global situation seems precari-

ous and trying.  During this Lenten season 

we are reading a booklet called The Disci-

ple's Way, written in 1934 by the Rev. Gil-

bert P. Symmons written during the precari-

ous days of the Great Depression and the 

build-up to WWII.   It was the first ever 

publication by the Forward Movement, the 

people who produce our Forward Day by 

Day devotionals available each season at the 
Church.   

    In the first meditation, called Turn, Sym-

mons writes: “Look at our world: a mad 

scramble for security, where the strong 

trample the weak.  Look at yourself…We 

can’t lift ourselves by our own boot-

straps.  We must have help.  Through the 

world’s racket and the pulse of one’s own 

dissatisfaction Christ keeps saying: ‘I am the 

way.  Turn to me.  I am here to help you.’”   

 

O God, you have taught us that in returning to 

you we shall be saved.  By the power of your 

Holy Spirit turn us around to face your Son, our 

hope and our life, in whose name we 

pray.  Amen. 
 

(If you would like a copy of The Disciple’s Way book-

let please contact the Church Office.) 
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Family Gratitude for Episcobuilders 

During Epiphany our Faith in-

action Team hosted a Forum 

series focused on Mission.  

Each week a different mission 

partner presented their story. 

This is the story about the dif-

ference of Episcobuilders made 

in one family's life, and their 

presentation at a Forum in 

January. 

 

First of all, we would like to 

give greetings to everyone in 

the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for inviting us to ex-

press our happy feelings. My 

name is Mekdes Nugusie and 

husband is Tesfay Avaya. We 

are from Eritrea in Africa 

and we have three kids, 

Musiea, Mathiew, and Na-

than. 

    We know some of you 

because we have been build-

ing our house together a 

few months ago. Working 

with all the volunteers and 

church members is my best 

and happiest moment of my 

life. It was the greatest op-

portunity to earn important 

experience.  We learned a 

Vestry News  
 
 

At the Annual Meeting, we 

elected three new vestry 

members.  In case you don’t 

already know them, this will 

serve as a brief introduction. 
 

Joann Anderson has been 

an Episcopalian for 44 years 

and a member of St. Martin’s 

since 1977.   You will usually 

see Joann at the 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday service.  She is cur-

rently involved with the St. 

Martin’s Prayer Chain, alt-

hough she has also helped in 

the office and was a member 

of St. Stephens Ministry.  Jo-

ann is married to Gerald 

(Jerry), has two adult children, 

a son-in-law, a granddaughter 

and two Shih Tzu.   Her favor-

ite game to play is Bridge and 

she is learning Mahjong.  She 

likes to watch Minnesota 

teams play baseball, basketball 

and football. 
 

Brad Butler is a cradle Epis-

copalian and has been a mem-

ber of St. Martin’s for eight 

years.  You will usually see 

Brad at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

service.  He has helped Jack 

Holscher cook at the Country 

Harvest and also helped with 

children’s activities.  Brad 

married his wife Joni at St. 

Martin’s and they have three 

children and two yellow labs.  

He likes watching Minnesota 

Vikings and Wild games. 
 

Rob Zaun has been an Epis-

copalian and a member of St. 

Martin’s for nine years.  You 

will usually see Rob at the 

10:30 a.m. Sunday service.  He 

has been involved with Chil-

dren’s and Youth Ministry and 

has attended Family Camp.  

Rob is married to Kim and has 

two daughters.  He likes to 

play golf and watch football. 

 

—Alison Humphrey 

lot of significant things from 

the skilled and knowledgeable 

volunteers.  Also we made 

great friends and families.  My 

favorite part was each morn-

ing before starting we began 

with praying to God.  

    Participating to build our 

own home is an unforgettable 

memory. Always our family 

will remember who built our 

house—Habitat, church 

members, volunteers, donors 

and supporters. 

    We had lived in an apart-
ment for several years. Our 

children had a lot of problems 

there—for example: the lack 

of freedom and having to 

spend the whole day inside 

the house. There was no back 

yard for playing.  It was a very 

old building with mice and 

cockroaches and almost all of 

the windows were broken-

some wouldn’t open and 

some wouldn’t close.  There 

was not fresh air since the 

neighbors smoke from their 

cigarettes came into our 

apartment.  Also, it had no 

garage, so we parked our car 

on the side of the street and      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Very 1st Sunday-of-

the-Month Food Drive 

Beginning in March, the Faith 

In Action Ministry Team has 

designated the first Sunday 

of each month as the day to 

bring non-perishable food 

items and personal hygiene 

items as part of your offer-

ing.  These items will be dis-

tributed to those in need in 

our surrounding community. 

Please remember this will 

take place EACH 1st of the 

month Sunday beginning in 

March. Items will be placed 

in the collection baskets as 

you come up for commun-

ion.  
 

Navigate Youth: Really 

Big Lock-In is Coming !!!! 

Mark your calendars, and 

invite your friends.  Our Re-

ally Big-Lock In is back for 

2015.  Starting at 7:00pm on 

March 6th, and ending at 

8:00am on March 

7th.  Forms available and 

volunteer sign-ups at the 

Church.    We also need 

folks to volunteer time, as 

well as food items to feed 

50+ teenagers.  Please e-mail 

Rev. Dave 

(dlangille@stmartinsbylake.o

rg) with your availability & 

snack donations. 
 

Adult Lenten Course:  

Re-Frame   

Reframe is St. Martin’s week-

ly evening course for 

Lent.  Re-frame is like a fol-

low-up to the Alpha Course, 

and is all about application, 

answering the question: How 

do we integrate our faith with 

our daily vocation?  ReFrame 

blends world-class teaching 

with real-life examples of 

how to live out the Gospel in 

every aspect of daily life. The 

course includes case studies 

of Christians in various pro-

fessions wrestling with how 

to apply their faith to their 

professional and personal 

lives.  Each Sunday in Lent  at 

6:00pm.  A lite soup supper 

will be served.   
 

Navigate Youth:  

We are making a few changes 

in Lent for our youth minis-

try. First, we  are  bring-

ing back Sunday School, 

which will meet at 10:15 am 

upstairs on the third 

floor.  All of our youth, both 

Jr & Sr Hi are invited.  We 

will be using the Youth Alpha 

curriculum and will return to 

the Church in time for Holy 

Communion.  Second, youth 

group will meet only one 

night per month for our 

Serve the World night.   

 

  

...Your faith, your family, your values!  

Learning the Way of  

Jesus Christ 

Our Lenten Forum Series will 

teach how to follow the Way 

of Christ through writing a 

Spiritual Autobiography, and 

learning and discerning spiritu-

al gifts and how to apply them 

at home, at work, in the world  

and in the Church.  

 

Holy Week at St.  

Martin’s by-the-Lake: 

March 29-April 5 

Palm Sunday  

8:30am & 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday  

7:00pm 

Good Friday Tenebrae  

7:00pm 

Traditional Easter Vigil  

8:00pm 

Easter Sunday  

8:30am & 10:30am 

 

Bishop Brian Prior Visits 

The Bishop of the Episcopal 

Church in Minnesota, the Rt. 

Rev. Brian Prior, will be with 

us on Palm Sunday, March 

29th for both services and the 

Adult Forum. 

 

Baptism at St. Martin’s 

Baptisms are  scheduled ac-

cording to the Church calen-

dar, on the following feast 
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days: The Easter Vigil (April), 

Pentecost (May), All Saint’s 

Day (November) and the 

Baptism of Christ (January).  

We also have outdoor Bap-

tisms at the Worship by the 

Lake service in August. Pasto-

ral exceptions can be made, 

please contact Rev. Dave to 

enquire about baptism.  

 

Summer at St. Martin’s 

Plan now to join us for the 

events of summer: 

 

Sr Hi Mission to Siloam 

Our Sr Hiers are going to the 

Siloam Mission in Winnipeg, 

Canada, June 6th-13th. Cost 

$250. Forms available at the 

Church.  

 

Family Camp 

St. Martin’s Family Camp is 

the highlight of the summer. 

The whole St. Martin’s Com-

munity is invited to join us 

June 25th-28th, at Camp Chi 

Rho in Annandale, MN.  

  

Adventure Camp @ 

Crosswoods  

All of our youth, both Jr & Sr 

Hi, are invited to Camp 

Crosswods, July19th-24th. 

Cost $300. Forms available at 

the Church.   

it was towed away sev-

eral times.  

    Now, thanks to Habi-

tat, our dream came 

true and our children 

play with freedom and 

safety in our huge back 

yard.  Our goals for the 

future is save some mon-

ey for our children to go 

to college. 

    On behalf of our fami-

ly we would like to ex-

press our gratitude to 

Habitat for Humanity, 
Episcobuilders and all the 

volunteers for all the 

excellent ways that you 

helped us from beginning 

to end.         

    Thank you to all 

members of the church-

es for giving us your 

knowledge, your money, 

and your time. May Al-

mighty God bless all of 

you and God Bless the 

United States of Ameri-

ca. 

St. Martin’s by the  

Lake’s Mission  
Because we believe the  
Gospel transforms, renews and 
changes lives, St. Martin’s By-
the-Lake is a  
vibrant Christian  
community welcoming all to 
Worship our God, Grow our 
Faith and Love our World.  
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